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Swiss Solar Prize goes to sports gym in Visp 

featuring Kyocera solar modules 

In addition, Kyocera modules pass new, intensified hailstorm 

tests carried out by TÜV Rheinland 

November 27, 2013 – Neuss/Kyoto – Aesthetic appeal and 

maximum efficiency: that combination secured the Swiss Solar 

Prize for a gymnasium complex in Visp sporting Kyocera 

modules. 

The Swiss Solar Prize is awarded annually to people or institutions 

involved in the promotion of solar energy. Under the patronage of 

the Swiss Federal Office of Energy, the prize is given for buildings 

that have been innovatively and optimally designed in regard to 

energy usage, and for the best installations in the field of renewable 

energies. 

This year’s prize winner in Visp, in the canton of Valais, installed 

Kyocera solar modules on three roof surfaces, each at a 15-degree 

incline, of a partitioned gymnasium facility. They were mounted by 

TRITEC Services AG. The modules are smoothly integrated into the 

facade and blend in with the overall architecture. The building, 

which is both aesthetically and architecturally pleasing, is supplied 

with approximately 140,000 kWh of energy per year from the 145 

kW PV system. Despite the relatively shady conditions, the system 

covers around 41 percent of the gymnasium’s electricity needs. “We 

deliberately selected solar modules from Kyocera as we had to 

guarantee the highest possible energy efficiency and module 

durability as a result of the unique location of the building,” said 

Adrian Wyssbrod, head of the project at TRITEC. 
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And that’s something that the new hailstorm test from TÜV 

Rheinland confirms. As hail is one the most costly causes of 

damage to PV systems in Germany, insurance providers and project 

planners are increasingly calling for stricter test conditions. As a 

result, TÜV Rheinland carried out tests with hailstones three times 

the previous mass and with almost four times the kinetic energy.* All 

of Kyocera’s solar modules passed the TÜV test without any 

problems and even exceed Swiss hail resistance class 3 

requirements.  

Moreover, Kyocera’s solar modules, produced in Kadan, Czech 

Republic, are the first in the world to have passed TÜV’s long-term 

sequential test and continue to feature incredibly high mechanical 

resistance (5,400 N/m²). That’s the reason why PV systems from 

Kyocera are especially suited to locations subject to extreme 

weather and difficult light conditions — as is the case in the Swiss 

Alps. Kyocera believes that taking care of the entire value-added 

chain in its vertically integrated production process is the key to its 

success. It ensures that Kyocera is able to guarantee consistent 

quality and performance. 

 

 

 

                                                

 

* The photovoltaic modules were hit with 35-millimeter hailstones, corresponding to IEC 
61215, at a speed of 27.2 meters per second. The standard test is conducted using 25-
millimeter hailstones at a speed of 23 meters per second. More information can be found 
here: 
http://www.tuv.com/de/deutschland/ueber_uns/presse/meldungen/newscontentde_174018.ht
ml  

mailto:daniela.faust@kyocera.de
http://www.kyocera.eu/
mailto:jan.leder@grayling.com
http://www.tuv.com/de/deutschland/ueber_uns/presse/meldungen/newscontentde_174018.html
http://www.tuv.com/de/deutschland/ueber_uns/presse/meldungen/newscontentde_174018.html


Press information 

Page 3 of 3 

 

Contact: 

Kyocera Fineceramics GmbH  
Daniela Faust 
Manager Corporate Communications 
Hammfelddamm 6 
41460 Neuss 
Germany 
Tel.: +49 2131/16 37 - 188 
Fax: +49 2131/16 37 - 150 
Mobil: +49 175/7275706 
daniela.faust@kyocera.de  
www.kyocera.eu   
 

Grayling Düsseldorf 
Jan Leder, Anne Beringer 
Rather Str. 49d 
40476 Düsseldorf 
Germany 
Tel.: +49 211/96 485 - 41/ - 48 
Fax: +49 211/96 485 - 45  
jan.leder@grayling.com 
anne.beringer@grayling.com 

For more information about Kyocera: www.kyocera.eu  

 

About Kyocera  
 
Headquartered in Kyoto, Japan, Kyocera Corporation is one of the world's leading 
manufacturers of fine ceramic components for the technology industry. The strategically 
important divisions in the Kyocera Group, which is comprised of 228 subsidiaries (as of April 
1, 2013), are information and communications technologies, products which increase quality 
of life, and environmentally friendly products. The technology group is also one of the largest 
producers of solar energy systems worldwide, with more than 4,0 gigawatts of solar power 
having been installed around the world to date.  
 
The company is ranked #492 on Forbes magazine’s 2013 “Global 2000” listing of the world’s 
largest publicly traded companies. With a global workforce of about 71,000 employees, 
Kyocera posted net sales of approximately €10.58 billion in fiscal year 2012/2013. The 
products marketed by the company in Europe include laser printers, digital copying systems, 
microelectronic components, fine ceramic products and complete solar power systems. The 
Kyocera Group has two independent companies in the Federal Republic of Germany: Kyocera 
Fineceramics GmbH in Neuss and Esslingen and Kyocera Document Solutions in Meerbusch.  
 
The company also takes an active interest in cultural affairs. The Kyoto Prize, a prominent 
international award, is presented each year by the Inamori Foundation — established by 
Kyocera founder Dr. Kazuo Inamori — to individuals and groups worldwide who have 
contributed significantly to the scientific, cultural, and spiritual betterment of humankind 
(converted at present €372,000 per prize category). 
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